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Abstract:

Through an analysis of the eight review articles in Review of Educational
Research (RER) from 1945 to 1967, and of the twenty-two encyclopedia articles on
philosophy of education from 1960 to 2015, this paper explores the self-criticism of
philosophy of education as a discipline in the Englishspeaking world since 1940s, of
which early material and contemporary thinking share equal focus. The main finding
from this enquiry is that such self-evaluation is one of the vital factors in keeping
vibrant developments in philosophy of education in the English-speaking world.
Specifically, the intensive self-criticism in early times, revealed in a series of review
articles over nearly 20 years played a significant role in the formation of academic
standards in the discipline. This living tradition of self-criticism, continued in original
pieces of writing in recent educational encyclopedias, has also played an important role
in leading innovation when philosophy of education in the English-speaking world is
confronted by challenges from marketization and electronic publication. Other issues
discussed include suggestions for the academic development of the Chinese philosophy
of education by similar comparative thinking on its current position.
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Abstract:

In traditional Chinese philosophy of education, Xunzi has been well known for his
theory of human nature is evil and his discourse on ritual. Furthermore, these two ideas
were also the pivots to grasp Xunzi’s philosophy. However, when Xunzi’s philosophy
is placed under the context of the educational concern in Confucianism, the purpose of
Xunzi’s discussion on the evilness of human nature was actually a way to achieve the
goodness of human nature through cultivation and transformation with the aid of ritual
and music. This paper begins its argument with a review of the difference between the
philosophies of Mencius and Xunzi in light of certain ancient materials, such as Sima
Qian’s The Records of the Grand Historian (Shiji) and contemporary studies in
Confucianism. Then, this paper moves to the texts of a newly unearthed ancient essay
entitled Wu Xing to highlight the differences between Mencius and Xunzi to indicate
the characteristics of Xunzi’s thought. Lastly, to exhibit Xunzi’s ritual education and
perspective on “the goodness of human nature,” his theory of human nature and his
explanation on ritual were explored by focusing on his essays on “Human Nature is
Evil (xin-er)” and “Discourse on Ritual (li-lun).” Xunzi’s other relevant articles were
also referenced, such as “An Exhortation to Learning (quan-xue),” “Cultivating Oneself
(xiu-sheng)” and “Discourse on Heaven (tian-lun).”
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Abstract:

Japanese comic books (manga), a popular media connected with culture, has been
very attractive to Taiwanese teenagers. However, violent representations in manga were
often perceived as an issue and therefore criticized. To understand the manga media,
this study applied textual analysis from the perspectives of aesthetic and critical theory.
Analysis revealed a particular way in Japanese comic books to present aesthetics of
violence by arranging pictures, texts, and plots to present vitality, power discourse and
positive values accepted by teenagers. By means of “fantasized death,” manga created
a different image from violence in the real world. From the findings of this study, a
teaching model based on critical media literacy education was proposed. Students could
gain critical consciousness and moral feelings by actively reading and thinking.
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Abstract:

With President Donald Trump at the helm of American democracy, many in the
world are questioning what will happen to freedom and democracy. This paper will
draw upon American philosopher and educator John Dewey to examine some major
challenges for ethics and democracy within this contemporary context. His pragmatism
will be presented as well as the preconditions for democracy necessary for positive
transformative changes (Harrison, 1993). The paper will analyze the role of ethics in
such process as well as the dilemmas and possible pitfalls. As Laozi insightfully points
out when we discuss or evoke virtue it means that virtue has been lost already. The
question is whether we can maintain and expand ethics given the complexity of today’s
reality. More importantly, this paper will offer insights from Dewey’s educational
philosophy and practices that are relevant to ensure cultural diversity and global
interconnectedness.
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