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Abstract:

Discussions of Pedagogues are often focused on making efforts to increase
instructional efficiency while neglecting other important aspects. From the perspective
of system theory, Luhmann and Schorr confront the pedagogues with the question of
whether there is inherently an insurmountable barrier to instructional practices, which
is known as the technology deficit of pedagogy. Luhmann and Schorr claim that the
technology deficit are the results of the double contingency in every social interaction,
and thus developed a new conception of causality to deal with this problem. This article
inquires Lumann and Schorr’s challenging question to the pedagogues. It aims to
articulate a critique and a reassessment of their theory, and then provide an alternative
as well as a more comprehensive approach in thinking about pedagogical practices. In
this paper, | first explored analytical efforts of Luhmann and Schorr to conceptualize
the problem and provided a critical account of the relation between the technology
deficit and double contingency. Then, I pointed out Luhmann and Schorr’s new
conception of causality was unsatisfactory, and re-explained the double faced role that
time plays in the situation of pedagogical communication. In that, | examined the cause
of the technology deficit and traced it back to the inherent nature of the pedagogical
practice. To conclude, | answered how the pedagogues should respond to the problem.
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Abstract:

The study aims to portrait Maria Montessori’s (1870-1952) image as a teacher.
The selective research materials in this study include English versions of four original
books, contrasting to Chinese translated versions and relevant literature from Taiwan
and abroad. Through the application of the research method Hermeneutics, findings are
divided into two parts, including the inner attitude of teacher and external appearance
of teacher. There are four aspects of inner attitude as a teacher. First, teachers must
absolutely respect children. Second, teachers must inspect their own mentally, shed
arrogance, and learn to be humble to acquire the balance and demeanor needed by spirit.
Third, teachers must treat children with warmth, because children will idealize their
mothers and regard teachers as mothers. Thus, teachers will play an important role in
children’s life. Lastly, teachers must wait with patience, stay calm, carefully examine
slight changes of children, and bear discretion when they observe children. For the
requirements of external appearance as a teacher, there are three aspects. First, because
teacher is the central element, the appearance of teachers must be tidy and clean. This
is the first step to win children’s confidence and respect. Second, the professional
images of teachers must be attractive, pleasant and dignified. Third, teachers must pay
attention to their behaviors by slowing down and demonstrate elegance. To rethink
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about the teacher’s plight after preschool education reform, the study proposes different
cases to discuss and analyze these seven teacher’s images of Maria Montessori. The
study will point out the possibility of teacher’s professional growth in the modern era
as conclusion.
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Abstract:

As the underlying political theory for democratic institutions, Liberalism claims
to uphold the neutrality principle which does not attempt to involve value shaping upon
individuals. Yet, recent emergence of deliberative turn in democratic studies required
citizens to actively participate in policy formation. In this context, this paper argues that
civic education of deliberative democracy differs from the traditional representative
model, as active citizenship requires a higher level of political virtues and mentality
from citizens. Liberalism, in upholding the neutrality principle, could not address the
demanding requirements of imposing civic personality, ethics of civic participation, and
account of values for political participation in its framework of democratic education.
This paper gives an account of the theoretical tension between liberalism and
deliberative democracy in the context of civic education from a normative perspective.
Through reviewing John Rawls’s Political Liberalism, an internal critique of liberalism
is provided, thus arguing that the idea of the political conception of the person literally
imposes citizens with robust moral commitment and sense of justice. An ethically
demanding interpretation of the moral person in his theory is required. In order to
complete the theoretical justification of political liberalism itself, this paper then argues
for the need to reinterpret the ideas of political morality, political conception of the
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person, the neutrality principle, and bring its framework back to a version of ethical
liberalism. In light of such interpretation, this paper argues that Rawls’s theory could
become the background theory for deliberative civic education. To respond to those
challenges brought by deliberative democracy in a similar vein, this paper also
illustrates that liberalism is able to stand for the making of ideal civic personhood for
both theories of justice and citizenship education.
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Abstract:

Popular topics of research in the field of education philosophy in Mainland China
were analyzed in this study. By means of knowledge map visualization analysis on
academic papers of education philosophy, which was collected from CNKI in the years
of 1986 to 2016, statistical analysis found that there were four major focuses: research
subject attribute on education philosophy itself was the most popular; from the aspect
of different educational stages, higher education philosophy was the most popular when
compared with studies in elementary and secondary education; from the aspect of
different subjects, music education philosophy was the most popular when compared
with studies in science, mathematics, language and art or teaching philosophy; and from
the aspect of educational thinking, studies on schools of philosophy and thoughts of
philosophers were still the most popular area of education philosophy studies. In
addition, three trends of evolution were found among the frontier topics of education
philosophy studies in mainland China during the past 30 years: weakening, steady and
gradual. The weakening frontier topics include education value orientation, humanistic
spirit, quality education and knowledge theory. The steady frontier topics include
school-based curriculum, education reform, education practice, and educational
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thinking. The gradual frontier topics include higher education, ideological and political
education, music education, and vocational education.



